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Look up in the sky!  It’s a bird!......It’s a plane!........

It’s…………..a Flying Peanut?
In celebration of the 100th Anniversary of Planters, Johnvince Foods has adopted a special shape Mr.Peanut hot air balloon which will take to the skies and tour Canada for the next three years.  The program was launched in 2006 and the balloon will appear at special events throughout the country to raise funds and awareness for the Starlight Starbright Children’s Foundation.  The Starlight Starbright Children’s Foundation transforms the lives of seriously ill children and their families through imaginative programs that educate, uplift their spirit, foster a sense of community and help alleviate the pain and fear of prolonged illness.

Mr. Peanut first took to the sky in 1980 and appeared at special events mostly in the United Kingdom.  In 1981 a duplicate of the balloon was created, enabling Mr. Peanut to tour the USA and UK simultaneously.  These balloons were retired in 1984.  Due to its overwhelming popularity and public demand, a new Mr. Peanut was built in 1997 and toured the states until 2000.  Although this is the fourth reincarnation of this airborne icon, this is the first time that this balloon will be based and tour in Canada,  
Previous versions of the Mr. Peanut balloon measured 83 feet tall by 28 feet wide and were only able to carry the pilot.  The new and improved Mr. Peanut balloon dwarfs its predecessors, measuring 138 feet tall by 45 feet wide. This increased size will allow the pilot to board up to two lucky passengers on future flights.  In addition, this balloon features Mr. Peanut with his unique grin and renowned monocled eye on both sides of the envelope, so he can smile at everyone both coming and going!
From May to November 2007, the Mr. Peanut special shape balloon will be touring Canada, coast to coast.
The balloon was built by Aerostar International of Sioux Falls, South Dakota and is operated by the Skyworks Balloon Company of London Ontario, whose principal, Dave Monson, has over 20 years experience in the execution and operation of corporate hot air balloon programs.
